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Catch-Up Funding traditionally has been allocated by the Government to support those Year 7 pupils 
who had not achieved 95 in their English Reading and/or their Maths at Key Stage 2 before they 
joined secondary school. Funding now continues through the new National Funding Formula. 
 
“The money is to be used by schools to deliver additional tuition or intensive support in small groups, 
giving pupils valuable support to bring them up to speed so that they are more likely to succeed at 
secondary school. The funding will not be ring-fenced for catch-up activities, but we expect that this 
funding is used for additional literacy and numeracy catch-up during Year 7 given that this can make 
a critical difference to pupils at this important stage.”  (DfE Website). 
 
The cancellation of Year 6 Key Stage 2 testing during 2020 & 2021 left Thomas More Catholic School 
needing to find a suitable internal mechanism to determine which year 7 pupils that were not 
secondary school ready. Internal testing, including use of CAT testing, during the initial few weeks of 
the Autumn term was used instead.   
 
The CAT testing identified that 8 pupils needed Maths intervention and 7 needed English 
intervention.  There were 5 year 7 pupils in both groups. 
 
How we spent the allocation of funds during 2020-21: 
 
For 2020-21 we had 24 pupils in the English intervention group and 16 pupils receiving Maths 
intervention.  
 
The funding contributed to smaller class sizes in year 7 for both Maths and English lessons, of around 
22 pupils. 
 
There was a maths nurture class taken by the Head of Department and supported by a number of 
teaching assistants. The catch-up pupils will be given exclusive access to a maths website that 
provides essential KS2 numeracy support from home.   
 
Small groups, of up to 4 pupils, were given two hours per fortnight of maths intervention by 
experienced maths teachers during the school day.  
 
Year 7 English classes were kept small. The lessons were differentiated with an emphasis on 
supporting the catch-up pupils. There was increased use of academic glossaries (for each half-term) 
and identification of key words for each lesson. English lessons saw the introduction of a new Year 7 
text (The Boy at the Back of the Class) which is proving to be more accessible than some more 
traditional texts. 
 
Students identified to be of particular concern, though primary school contacts, CAT testing, Lucid 
testing or teacher observation were given the opportunity for catch-up lessons with SEN support.  
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Impact 
 
English Catch-up Intervention 
 
By comparing pupil reading averages over the course of an individual pupil’s intervention we 
determined that out of the 24 students earmarked for reading intervention, 13 significantly 
increased in their Reading Age, whilst 10 did not make progress and 1 stayed the same 
  
These results are low when comparing to previous years, where we would expect 70-75% to make 
their expected Reading Age. The impact of lockdown had massively affected these group. 
  
Apart from the top 3 pupils, the rest of the group will have to carry on with literacy intervention in 
Year 8 to ensure they get as close to their chronological age as possible. The top 3 pupils were 
removed from intervention once they met their reading chronological ages. 
 
Maths Catch-up Intervention 
 
Of the 16 receiving maths intervention, 6 made noticeable improvement, as measured by re-taking 
the internal numeracy test, and 6 made slight improvements whilst 4 made no progress.  The 10 that 
failed to make significant progress are now in the year 8 maths nurture class. 
 
 
How we support those pupils not yet secondary school ready this year 
 
Maths 
 
There will be a maths nurture class taken by the Head of Department and supported by multiple 
teaching assistants. The catch-up pupils will be given exclusive access to a maths website that 
provides essential KS2 numeracy support from home.   
 
Pupils will be withdrawn for two hours per fortnight, during the school day and given maths 
intervention by an experienced maths teacher. The intervention class will kept to a maximum of 
three pupils to ensure effectiveness. 
 
English 
 
Throughout Key Stage 3, English classes will also be kept small for those identified as needing 
intervention (typically between 10 and 15 students) compared to the larger, mixed ability 
groups (typically 30 students). The lessons will be differentiated with an emphasis on supporting 
the catch-up pupils. The lower teacher to student ratio allows for more targeted, in-depth 
support as well as having lessons and resources that are differentiated to match their needs. 
These smaller groups also give teachers the freedom to select texts and activities that are 
more appropriate to the ability and needs of the group, whilst ensuring that the students 
receive the same, overall curriculum content as the rest of the year group. 
 
Additionally, to support literacy further and also promote reading across the school, English 
ambassador students from the Sixth Form hold weekly reading groups for small, select 
groups of students. 
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Contact us: 
 
We are monitoring progress continually through the year to ensure the intervention is timely and 
relevant to each individual. If you have any questions or would like some advice, please do not 
hesitate to contact us by email: 
 
mda@tmore.org.uk - Maryssa Dako, Deputy Head 

rte@tmore.org.uk - Rachel Tejera, SENCO 

jbe@tmore.org.uk - John Beech, Associate Assistant Head 


