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Following the National Lockdowns, attendance to school has become even 
more critical. We need all our pupils and students in the classrooms to ensure 
they are brought up to speed quickly. The Government are having more dis-
cussions with regards exams and we have to ensure the children are well 
prepared for all eventualities. Of paramount importance in every case is that 
our children are in school and in their lessons. 
 

 
Attendance to school for the vast majority of pupils is very good but we have 
a number of pupils who are either late too often or who are inclined to take a 
day off too easily.  
 
The Law states that students should attend school regularly. We expect a 
minimum of 96% and above attendance at Thomas More Catholic School and 
there is no harm at all in aiming for 100%. With this in mind, I have been giv-
ing attendance and punctuality assemblies and your child has been given 
their registration certificate from last year for their and your information (Year 
7 have no certificates, as new to school). The Local Authority recently re-
moved the COVID coding for students with COVID or self-isolating. We ap-
preciate that this will have an effect but we want to reduce the disruption to 
learning as much as possible.  
 
 

Highlighting good attendance and punctuality to your children is preparing 
them for their next steps to college/university and the workplace. Employees 
have choices and we want them to choose your children, who will arrive to 
their jobs every day and on time. Of course, in the future, if your attendance 
at work is not very high you could face disciplinary action or even dismissal 
and it is not good enough to say I am late or absent to school but I won’t be to 
work. Good habits are built up during the school years and it is hard to 
change attitudes or habits when older. 
 
 

With this in mind we will also be rewarding those students who continually 
take pride in their attendance and always turn up to school on time and show 
us that this is possible, even with a pandemic going on. We will also reward 
the most improved attendees and those students who make an impressive 
effort to reduce the number of times they are late to school. As times are 
changing and unpredictable we must take advantage and appreciate that 
teacher led learning is the best form of education we can provide your chil-
dren but we need them here in order for our children to achieve their full po-
tential.  
 

 
Should you have any issues that you need to discuss further, then please 
contact the Front Office and your Head of Year or I will contact you directly. 
We are happy to make an appointment, which can be held over MS Teams. 
Thank you for your attention to this important message and we look forward 
to seeing all our pupils and students regularly and on time.  
 
Ms. M. Larner 
Attendance, Safeguarding and Welfare. 

TMCS NOTICES 

 

Year 11 Maths Mock Ex-

ams 

26th November 

30th November 

2nd December 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/tmcspurley/
https://twitter.com/TMCSPurley
https://www.facebook.com/tmcspurley/?ref=nf


 

Congratulations to the following Year 9 students who were nominated for a 
'Tea Time Treat' with the Headteacher. 

This is a treat to acknowledge their exemplary behaviour and attitude when 
they represented the school as Guides showing prospective parents around 
the school on Open Mornings.. 

Carter Grant  

Ari Khan  

Faith Burke-Sadiq  

Emmanuella Darkwa-Bonsu  

Tharnicaa Yasotharan  

Krisshani Muralikumar  

Amelle Benmalek  

Dervania Preston  

Shanai Thomas  

Aimee Qureshi  

 

 

“The More2Gether shoe box appeal goes from strength to strength. My office is full of 
empty shoe boxes and the requested items to go in them but more would be good. 
Some refugees have arrived form countries where the temperature was up in the 30’s 
and have left their country with only what they were wearing. As the weather gets 
colder the refugees are in need of gloves, hats and small umbrellas. Socks would be 
another added bonus. We would also like to supply the children with stationery for 
school so they have their own equipment. The pens with four different colours have 
been very popular amongst the children and we have also added toiletries.  

We have the end of this week and next week to finish collecting so please send in all 
you can for this appeal and help make a difference. Thank you so much for your 

generosity and care. “ 
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Tea Time Treat with the Headteacher 

The More2Gether shoe box appeal 
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In Drama—Year 9 pupils have been working on a scheme of work “Taking a Stand”, looking 

at icons and leaders for equality and in particular looking at Black History in October. 

 
Below is the fantastic work of one of our Year 9 pupils—Leah-J'Nae Johnson 
 

COVID-19 
With the Winter months approaching, please could we continue to  do a Lateral Flow Test each 

week. You can order and get it delivered to you directly to your home address from the NHS app or 

you can collect directly from any pharmacies including the ones in the supermarket. I must ask you 

to be very careful about sending your child in if they show any symptoms or are at all unwell. If they 

are showing symptoms, please keep them at home. 

We have been made aware of several members of our school who have tested positive for COVID-
19.  After consultation with Public Health, the following measures are being put in place from 
Monday 29th November for a two-week period designed to reduce transmission rates and to reduce 
the need for staff and pupil absence. 
 
Assemblies for the next two weeks will go online. 
All meetings are to online or the key messages can be communicated by email. 
The canteen will be closed as a place to sit down. Food will have to be taken away to the play-
grounds. 
No outside visitors will be brought in – meetings will be online or over the phone. 
Face coverings are strongly recommended in communal areas. 
 
These measures are designed for the next two weeks and we will hopefully see a reduction in the 

number of positive cases which will in turn mean that we will be able to return to normal for the last 

week of term and have the end of term assemblies in person and the Christmas lunch on the 15th.  

https://www.instagram.com/tmcspurley/
https://twitter.com/TMCSPurley
https://www.facebook.com/tmcspurley/?ref=nf


We are delighted to offer our Year 7s the chance of Police cadets on the school site!  

Police are running Police cadets every Monday 2-45pm – 3-45pm, until the end of the 

academic year when there will be a march off against other schools. The cadets includes 
police related activities, positive relationships with the Police and a chance for some fun 
with their peers. 

If your child would be interested in joining, then please see Miss Adams who can give you 
a form to be completed. We look forward to seeing your son/daughter there! 
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Year 7—Chance of Police cadets at school! 

Congratulations to the Tutor group 8JDE for their concerted 

effort in winning the TMCS 'Virtue' prize. 

They collected over 100 slips demonstrating the 'Virtue of 

Kindness' 

They were awarded with House points and a bag of sweets to 

share in their tutor group. 

Well Done 8JDE for being the first winners since the launch of 

'TMCS Virtues' 

Keep up your virtues throughout the year... you can do it! 

Congratulations to tutor group 8JDE! 

Our TMCS 'Virtue' for this half term is 'Respect'. 
Our students are busy collecting 'Virtue' slips for their 'Tutor Virtue Jars' demon-
strating all the ways in which they are showing respect to each other and the 
environment. Well done to TMCS students! 

 

https://www.instagram.com/tmcspurley/
https://twitter.com/TMCSPurley
https://www.facebook.com/tmcspurley/?ref=nf
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Maths - Challenge question 

Magic Multiplication Squares 

In this multiplication magic square, the num-

bers in each of the rows, columns and diago-

nals multiply together to give the result, 216. 

Complete the remaining seven empty squares 

without repeating any numbers. 

     
 

Similarly complete these two multiplication 

squares using each number once only in each 

square. 
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Maths - Challenge answers 

https://www.instagram.com/tmcspurley/
https://twitter.com/TMCSPurley
https://www.facebook.com/tmcspurley/?ref=nf


 

 

  7 

Thomas More Catholic School 
Newsletter 

@tmcspurley  @TMCSPurley  Thomas More Purley  

A prayer themed on our TMCS Virtue-  'Respect'. 

 

Prayer: 

God our Father,  

Be with us this week in all our thoughts, word and actions.  

Help us to be respectful to all we meet throughout the day.  

Show us how to step gently, how to live simply, and how to walk lightly with love and respect for 
all that you have made. 

Let us live in harmony with each other and with nature. 

We pray in Jesus' name. 

Amen.  

 

 

 

Please find information for parents in the parent zone. Family support and advice for modern 
digital worries such as online safety, gaming and explicit imagery shared on line. Families can 
join support groups or get individual advise. Please explore their interesting web site that has a 
wealth of knowledge and support.  

Should you want to discuss an further worries then please contact Miss Larner the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead for Thomas More Catholic School.  
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