
COVID Catch-up strategy statement 2021-2022 

Covid catch-up premium spending: summary 

SUMMARY INFORMATION 
 
Total number of pupils: 706 pupils (Years 7-13) 

 
 
FSM/PP is above the national 
average at 37% for Years 7-11 
whereas the National Average for 
mainstream schools is just under 
28%.  

Total catch-up premium 
budget: 

School led Tutoring Grant £28,350 (ring 
fenced) 
 
COVID19 Recovery Premium 2021-2022 
£33,930 (ring fenced) 
 
Total - £62,280 

 

STRATEGY STATEMENT 
 
Thomas More Catholic School has a holistic approach which includes all year groups, all subjects and a dual focus on academic attainment as well as pupil 
and student wellbeing. The staff are fully committed to ensuring that the partial school closures and ongoing uncertainty around further absences due to 
self-isolation/cases does not lead to underperformance in any of our pupils. 
 
This grant will be available for the 2021-2022 academic year to mitigate the impact of the Coronavirus on students. We are following the government-
recommended tiered model: 
 

1. Teaching 
2. Targeted academic support 
3. Wider Strategies 
 

These approaches are with the aims of: 
 

1. Reducing the attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and their peers 
2. To raise the attainment of all pupils to close the gap created by Covid-19 school closures 

 
N.B. This is a live document and subject to change. We are keen to maximise the opportunities for our pupils to meet our aims. 

 

 

 

 



Barriers to learning that we seek to remove: 

BARRIERS TO FUTURE ATTAINMENT 
Academic barriers: 

A Gaps in knowledge and skills 
 

B Non-engagement and mental health challenges.  
 

C Widening gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged students’ attainment and progress. 
 

 

ADDITIONAL BARRIERS 
External barriers: 
D Difficulty accessing remote learning 

 
E Student attendance 

 
F Staff absence 

 
 

Planned expenditure for current academic year: 

Teaching 
Action Intended outcome and 

success criteria 
What’s the evidence 
and rationale for this 
choice? 

How will you make 
sure it’s implemented 
well? 

Staff lead When will you review 
this? 

School led tutoring for 
Year 7 and 8  
 
£13,200 
 
 

Ensure students catch 
up on knowledge and 
skills missed due to 
lockdown. 
Success Criteria – gap 
between 
disadvantaged and 
non-disadvantaged 
pupils is closed  

Our pupils will respond 
best to teaching by 
teachers they know 
and who have willingly 
joined the programme. 
Assessment at the 
beginning and end of 
the programme of 
study will ensure we 
can assess whether 
progress has been 
made. 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
Quality assurance 
cycle-student voice, 
learning walks and 
work scrutiny. 
 

NWA Every 8 weeks 



Progress Co-Ordinators 
for the above tutoring 
for Year 7 and 8  
 
£6000  
 

 
To remove external 
barriers from the 
children’s progress and 
to ensure they can 
access the tutoring 
programme. Co-
ordinators will ensure 
all pupils make 
considerable progress 
against starting points. 
They will ensure high 
levels of attendance 
from all pupils; they 
will remove barriers to 
learning on an 
individual basis; they 
will engage with 
parents wherever 
necessary; they will 
listen to the pupils and 
guarantee that  their 
views are heard; they 
will ensure any missed 
time is made up; they 
will monitor group 
dynamics making 
changes if necessary; 
they will ensure IT 
access where 
necessary; they will 
ensure the 
presentation of work 
encourages progress 
and they will review 
work and progress 
 

 
As not all of the gaps in 
attainment and 
progress can be 
attributed to the 
classroom and because 
there are other 
external factors 
involved, the progress 
co-ordinators will take 
a holistic view of the 
pupils’ progress and be 
in a position to 
intervene whenever 
and wherever a barrier 
is encountered. 

 
Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
Quality assurance 
cycle-student voice, 
learning walks and 
work scrutiny. 
 

NWA Every 8 weeks 

 Admin Support 
 
£2,835 (10%) 

To ensure that 
resources and 
materials are in place 

 As stipulated by the 
DfE guidance. 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 

DKA and NHU Every 8 weeks 



to remove any barriers 
to learning. 
 

 
Quality assurance 
cycle-student voice, 
learning walks and 
work scrutiny. 
 

Reading Books to be 
used in form time with 
Years 7, 8 and 9 
 
£2588.92. 
 
 

To raise the attainment 
of all pupils to close 
the gap created by 
Covid-19 school 
closures and to 
establish a culture of 
reading for all across 
the lower school. 

Creating a highly 
literate cohort of pupils 
is the best way of 
developing vocabulary, 
understanding 
sentence structure, 
developing 
understand, building 
cultural collateral and 
preparing them for 
lifelong learning and of 
course for that 
moment where they 
may go and read for a 
degree. 
 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

MDA and NSI Every 6- 8 weeks 

IXL site license (Years 
R-13: 400 students) 
Subject: Maths 
 
£2,720.00 

To raise the attainment 
of all pupils to close 
the gap created by 
Covid-19 school 
closures 
 

Best practices for using 
the Real-Time 
Diagnostic, IXL 
curriculum, 
individualised guidance 
to support daily 
instruction and 
personalise learning for 
Maths and English. 
 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

MDA, ALA and NSI Every 6- 8 weeks 

White Rose Maths for 
Primary and Secondary 
 
£270 

To support the Year 7 
and 8 Recovery 
Curriculum and other 
interventions for pupils 
across other year 
groups too.  
 

To support the 
transition to a mastery 
approach in wider 
school teaching. 
 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

MDA, ALA Every 6- 8 weeks 



Elevate Revision Skills 
Provision for Year 11 
 
£3500 

To raise the attainment 
of all pupils as they 
approach their exams 
and to mitigate the 
social and academic 
loss of learning created 
by the lockdowns of 
the last two years. to 
close the gap created 
by Covid-19 school 
closures. To achieve 
grades in line with 
their targets. 
 
 

External voices and 
support at this stage of 
their study will 
reinforce the positive 
messages that they are 
hearing in school but in 
a new way. It will 
inspire the students 
with belief in their own 
abilities and give them 
the tools to revise 
effectively. The follow 
up packages will keep 
the message of the 
initial day fresh in their 
mind and lead them to 
the start of the exams 
with support. 
 

Student voice and 
observations. 

DPI and NGA Post the initial session 
and then weekly 

Up Learn Online 
Platform A Level 
Sciences 
 
£1400 
 

To help the sixth 
formers with their 
Science exams after 
time out in their Year 
11 and year 12. 

An Online platform 
which provided 
lessons, quizzes and 
notes to support the 
Year 12 and 13 
students in the run up 
to their exams. 
 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

AEA Every 6- 8 weeks 

CGP revision KS3 10-
minute Science test 
bundle 
 
£20 

To support the 
Recovery Curriculum 
and ensure areas of 
missed learning are 
covered too. 

Classroom resources 
that aid learning and 
plugs gaps. 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

AEA Every 6- 8 weeks 

CGP revision guides 
GSCE – 35 copies 
 
£175 
 

To assist the PPG 
pupils with revision of 
key knowledge. 

A type of resource 
designed to plug gaps 
and bridge the 
attainment gap 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

AEA Every 6- 8 weeks 

CGP Revision guides 
KS3 – 35 copies 
 

To assist the PPG 
pupils with revision of 
key knowledge. 

A type of resource 
designed to plug gaps 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 

AEA Every 6- 8 weeks 



£76 and bridge the 
attainment gap 

and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

One class set of 
scientific calculators 
 
£200 

To support the 
curriculum delivery in 
Physics in particular to 
ensure the PPG 
students are not 
disadvantaged. 

Pupils need calculators 
in lessons and during 
interventions which 
are targeted at PPG 
pupils. 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

AEA Every 6- 8 weeks 

Clear Revise Exam 
Tutor and practice 
papers 
OCA AS and A Level 
Compluter Science Test 
book 
 
£725 

To support the exam 
preparation in 
Computer Science in 
particular to ensure 
the PPG students are 
not disadvantaged. 

A type of resource 
designed to plug gaps 
and bridge the 
attainment gap 

Review of provision, 
culture around learning 
and achievement data 
by SLT 
 

DSM / PSY Every 6- 8 weeks 

 Total budgeted cost: 33,709.92 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Further Targeted Academic and Pastoral Support    
Action Intended outcome and 

success criteria 
What’s the evidence 
and rationale for this 
choice? 

How will you make sure 
it’s implemented well? 

Staff lead When will you 
review this? 

Subject interventions 
at Easter or half term 
before A Level and 
GCSE examinations 
 
£6000 

Knowledge gaps and 
skills are closed. 
Attendance is good. 
Outcomes are in line 
with targets or better. 
The whole curriculum 
can be covered not just 
core and EBacc. 

Development of the 
recovery curriculum to 
address the gaps 
identified. 
Continuing the 
programme, we 
ordinarily run, but in 
the time opportunities 
offered by the holiday 
breaks. 

A programme of 
invitation only, subject 
based interventions is 
run. These could be 
preferably on site or if 
necessary on-line. 
Disadvantaged pupils to 
be invited as a matter of 
course. 

NWA, MDA, LYO, DPI 
and NGA and PSY 

Before and after 
holiday sessions 

Further PP 
interventions 
 
£1200 

Improved literacy and 
numeracy for 
specifically targeted 
disadvantaged 
students. 

One to one and small 
group interventions in 
literacy, numeracy and 
possibly EAL across Key 
Stages 3 and 4. 

Each week a programme 
of invitation only, 
subject based 
interventions is run. 
These could be either on 
site or on-line. 
 

NWA, DPI, NGA and 
PSY 

Termly 

Interventions targeted 
at pupils at risk of 
NEET 
 
£ 

Identified pupils who 
are at risk of becoming 
NEETs and not 
continuing their 
education and who 
entered this risk 
because of school 
closures and / or 
mental health. 

Dealing with non-
academic barriers to 
success in school is 
crucial and in this case 
we are looking at 
attendance, 
engagement and social 
and emotional support. 

Assigning staff to ensure 
that support is offered 
and that the student 
voice is heard to ensure 
engagement and 
success. 

NGA and MLA Monthly 

    Total budgeted cost: c. £ 7200 


